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Bznaatt. CaLcurTta. 
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2 |“*Basumati” _... ». | Ditto —_ oe 
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4 |“ Hitavadi”’ ... | Ditto | oe. |About 4,000 | 28th May, 1897. 
tp 6 | “ Mihir-o-Sudhakar” | Ditto ooo | 1,250 | 29th ditto. 
; 6 ‘6 Sahachar 99 aA nue Ditto ete About 600 | 26th ditto and 2nd 
| June, 1897. 
7 |“Samay” we: wee Ditto neni 8,000 a ed and 4th June, 
8 |*Sanjivani” ... | Ditto i 8,000 | 29th May, 1897. 
9 | ‘Som Prakash” ». | Ditto a 800 | 31st ditto. 
10 |“ Sulabh Samachar” ». | Ditto op sevese 29th ditto. 
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Daily. 
1 |‘ Banga Vidya Prakashika” | Ditto oe 800 | 29th and 3lst May and 
Ast to 3rd June, 1897. 
2 |“ Dainik-o-Samachar Chan-/ Ditto ‘in 1,000 | 30th and 31st May and 
drika.”” Ist to 8rd June, 1897. 
8 |‘ Samvad Prabhakar” we | Ditto eee 1,132 | 29th and 3lst May and 
Ist to 8rd June, 1897. 
4 | ‘Samvad Purnachandrodaya’| Ditto ee 200 | 26th, 28th, 29th and 8lst 
May and Ist to 8rd 
ee June, 1897. 
6 | *Sulabh Dainik”’ nwt a se. | Read by 
: 8,000 | 28th, 29th and 31st May 
i and Ist to 3rd J une, 1897. 
oY Hint. Catcurta. 
5 Weekly. 
: 1 |**Bharat Mitra” - | Calcutta si 2,000 | 27th May, 1897. 
3 |“ Hindi Bangavasi” ».| Ditto aes 10,000 | 81st — ditto. 
PERSIAN. 
Weekly. 
1 |“ Hublul Mateen ” ee | Ditto ove 600 | 31st ditto. | 
Urvv. | CaLcurta. 
, Weekly. | 
- a and Urdu | Calcutta one $10 | 27th _— ditto. 
i General and Gauhariasi’| Ditto eee 830 | 81st _— ditto. 
al a : i | nee 
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BenGatti. Borpwas Division. 
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Monthly. 
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Names of newspapers. 


- as 
and exa 
‘week, ‘ 


’ 
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Weekly. 
“ Barisal Hitaishi”’ 
‘Chara Mihir” 


“ Dacca Prakash ” 
“Sanjay” eee 


‘‘ Saraswat Patra”’ 


-ENGLisH anp BaeneGatt. 
Weekly. 
“‘ Dacca Gazette” 


Brx@att. 
Fortnightly. 


* Tripura Prakash ” 
Weekly. 
‘Sansodbini” ... 


BurGati. 


Fortnightly. 


‘* Paridarshsk-o-Srihattavasi’ 


** Silchar” 


Dacca eee. 


Currtacone Division. 


Comilla 
Chittagong 


Assam. 


Sy!het 
Silenar, Cachar 


About 


900 
2,400 


600 


21st and 28th May, 1897. 
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80th ditto. 
28th ditto. 
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1].—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)— Police. 


f the 26th May is so to lose the services of Sir John SaHACHAR, 
patisserie Lenbert as Police ‘Commissioner of Calcutta. Sir May 26th, 1897, 
Sir John Lambert. John Lambert proved a very efficient Police Com- . 
missioner, and effected many improvements in the Calcutta Police. He was a 
true well-wisher of Bengalis and always encouraged educated Bengalis to enter 
the police service. The Calcutta detective police is a creation of Sir John 
Lambert’s. It will be long before Calcutta gets another Police Commissioner 
like him. May God grant him health and long life! | 
9 The Aitavadi of the 28th May learns from a correspondent that the HiTayaDt, 
Damukdia Ghat Railway Police have reported Gokul — May 28th, 1897. 
The cow case at Damukdia Kryishna Roy's complaint against the local khalasis 
— of having stolen an ox of his as false, without 
taking the deposition of all the witnesses cited by him. On the other hand, 
the local station master has got Gokul Krishna Roy and one Purna Chandra 
Roy arrested on a charge ef being members of an unlawful assembly. They 
have, with great difficulty, obtained their release on a bail of Rs. 200 each. 
3. A correspondent of the Samay of the 28th May complains of a dacoity ea 
sn scare in Mahestala, a village in the 24-Parganas yay osth, 1897. 
os Penatias Manin village inthe district. The local badmashes some time ago com- 
| | mitted dacoity iu the village and some of them are 
trying to commit the same offence in many other places in the same village. 
The village people are alarmed and are keeping watch at night. It isto be 
hoped that the District Magistrate will make efficient police arrangements and 
put down the prevailing lawlessness. 
4. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar of the 29th May has the following on the Hindu- mimm_o-supmaxar, 
Musalman quarrel at Kushtia :— May 29th, 187. 
=. ene ane The Hindus of Kushtia are all along mal- i | 4 
iciously acting in the quarrel arising out of the [<4 
slaughter of cows by Oli Mia on the occasion of his father’s Fateha ceremony. ibe 
They are harassing that gentleman not openly but in secret, and have also o,f : 
mitted to the Commissioner of the Presidency Division a petition containing false 
charges against the Musalman comunity of Kushtia. e could never before 
imagine that Hindu gentlemen were capable of such gross falsehood and misrepre- 
sentation. ‘I'he facts of the case, briefly stated, are as follows: Oli Mia 
slaughtered twenty-one cows in his garden with the permission of the authorities. 
The cows were slaughtered at dusk, and privacy was strictly observed. The 
Hindus told Oli Mia nothing about his intended cow-slaughter and laid their plans 
in secret. ‘I'he milkmen refused to sell dadhi to Oli Mia ; dishes of food prepared 
by him for his guests were looted. An attempt was made to set fire to his house, 
and the Hindu pleaders refused to take his cases, except on the payment of ‘Tig 
heavy fees. The quarrel was raging when the Magistrate paid a visit to Kushtia, ree 
and brought about a reconcilation between thetwo communities. The Magistrate De 
asked Oli Mia 40 contribute Rs, 50 to tie Iccal dispensary fund, and this has ‘tia 
been misconstrued by the Hindus as a penalty. The Magistrate also gave the | | 4 
: 


Musalmans permission to slaughter cows on the occasion of the Bakr-Id festival. 
On that auspicious day sorbani was performed under police surveillance, and 
the flesh was brought to Oli Mia’s house. The Hindus, who do not object 
to the hawking about of beef in public streets, strongly objected to this 
carrying of flesh to Oli Mia’s house, and falsely represented to the authorities # 
that by this act the Musalmans intended to wound their religious susceptibilities. : | a 
They have not ceased to commit petty acts of oppression against the Musal- ine 
mans, and they will make Kushtia too hot for them if the Government does | \a 
not come to their rescue. It is in this way that the Hindus always goad the 4 
Musalmans to desperation and precipitate a quarrel. | \a 
Writing on the same subject, a correspondent of the same paper observes 
that in a petition to the Commissioner of the Presidency Division, the Hindus 
of Kushtia have preferred a false charge against the Musalman Subdivisional 
Officer and the Musalman Sub-Inspector of Police of that place. hey have, 
however, nothing to say against the Hindu Sub-Inspector. Itis to be hoped | @ 
that the authorities will find out the motive of the Hindus and will not act Ae 


CuHarv MIHIPR, 
May 24th, 1897. 


CHARU MIHIR. 


HITAVADI, 
May 28th, 1897. 
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hastily in the matter. The Musalman officers in question are well known for 
their justice and integrity, and all false charges against them should be treated 
with contempt. 

The Hindus have not ceased oppressing the Musalmans in various ways, 
The men of the Nator zamindars thrashed some of their Musalman raiyats 
because they ate beef in Oli Mia’s house, end ill-treated others because they gave 
evidence on the side of the prosecution when the oppressed raiyats le ed a 
complaint in tho Criminal Court. The Hindu students are ill-treating the 
Musalman students and trying their best to waylay and beat them. Will not 
the Government come to the rescue of the oppressed Musalinans? Let it either 
abvlish cow-killing or give the Musalmans protection in killing cows. 


(b)— Working of the Couris. 


5. The Charu Mihir of the 24th a ay says ae To Uddin Miya and 
Mazafar Miya, residents o arampur, within the 
oie os. aan Sherpur subdivision of the Mymensingh district, 
Court. lately declared in the Mymensingh bar library, 
in the presence of Babu Abbaychandra Datta, Babu Dinanath Chaudhuri, 
Adhar Babu and Gangadhar Babu, that they had paid the sarishtadar, through 
Babu Satis Chandra Ghosh, two instalments of Rs. 160 and Rs. 40, respectively, 
in order to obtain two posts of copyists, but had not yet received the appoint- 
ments. An enquiry should be made into the truth of their allegation. 
6. A correspondent “ the —_ paper re that it —— —_ ae the 
Magi eputy Magistrate of Kisorganj has charged boat 
Sima” thn Upaeadnak el ac without “Mls ge Be A boat was 
district. . kept and it was paidfor. The Leputy Magistrate, 
it is true, has drawn house allowance, though he lived in the dak bungalow. 
But he lives in the bungalow with the permission of the Magistrate, and if the 
charge had been disallowable, the Magistrate would not have passed his bill. 


7. The Hitavadi of the 28th May says that Mr. Srinath Biswas, Court 


Sub-Inspector of Kalna, conceived a grudge against 
Pica Sult Teepocter of Kalen, the the local hackney carriage men on account of the 
refusal of one of them to carry him in a carriage 
which had been previously engaged by a Munsif. The Sub-Inspector got the 
Deputy Magistrate to pass an order forbidding hackney carriages to stand on 
the road in front of the munsifis, which is sutticiently broad, and where carriages 
have always stood. This order being found most inconvenient, was frequently 
transgressed, and some hackney carriage men were prosecuted and some hackne 
carriages were feized. but on the 20th May last the Deputy Magistrate and 
the Court Sub-Inspector went so far as to attempt to seize a hackney carriage 
with the First Munsif of Kalna in it, and to arrest the driver of another hackney 
carriage. which was waiting to carry the Second Munsif On this oceasion the 
Court Sub-Inspector foully abused the two Munsifs. Alarmed at this, the Mun- 
sifs — tv the District Judge and the District Magistrate for protection, 
and did not come to Court for two days. 
We could never even dream thut a thing like this could take place under 
the British rule. Owing to the despotic proceedings of the Deputy Magistrate 


and the Court Sub-Inspector, the Munsifis remained closed for two days, to the 
great inconvenience of suitors. A Magistrate who can for 


get himself so far 
as to be guilty of a vagary like this, should be dismissed. 


8. ‘The same paper says that Amardat Singh and Nahabat Singh, two 
wi totaal witnesses cited by the police in a case against one 


Puran Miser, said nothing against the accused and 
were, therefore, taken by Mr. Ainslie for badmashes. He, therefore, on the 15th 


January last, gave them over tv police custody as people who were unable to 
give a satisfactory account of themselves, although it is written in the very 
same order that they were chaprasis of a coal mine. The Shahabad police, 
which was called upon for a report, reported that the two accused had given 
their right addresses, and that they were known in their nutive village as men 
of good character. But they were, in spite of his, adjudged suspicious charac- 
ters, on the mere strength of the testimony of the ovindaganj police. The 
men had asked for bail, but their prayer had been rejected. Their trial ended 
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on the 24th April last, and ag they were, On various grounds, detained in 
‘at for more than three months, | | 
ay = account of the heat of the weather orders have been passed for holding 
Court at64.m., and amla, pleaders and suitors attend accordingly. But Mr. 
Ainslie has not been able to get rid of his old habits, and continues to attend 
Court at 11 a.v. to the great inconvenience of everybody else. os 
9, The same paper says that Maulvi Fazlal Karim is making himself 
notorious even at Dacca. He does not allow the 
defence to cross-examine the witnesses for the 
rosecution at any length, and often takes upon himself the office of pleader 
tor the prosecution. The Magistrate of Dacca is requested to attend to the 
matter. ou 
10. The same paper hears that Messrs. Kilburn and Co. intend to offer 
assistance to the defence of the crew concerned in 
the ‘‘ Eagle” Steamer affair, but cannot bring itself 
to believe that a respectable firm like them can do so. ? 
11. The fangarasi of the 29th May thus comments on the Calcutta 
High Court’s decision in the Ranaghat Railway 


The Ranaghat Railway case M pyge -—— oe 
the Calcutta High Court. ; 


Maulvi Fazlal Karim at Dacca. 


The “ Eagle” Steamer affair. 


It has not, in our opinion, been quite right to 
have enbanced the sentence on Lawson. If one month’s imprisonment was 
not likely to correct him and deter others from committing a similar offence, 
the longer term of imprisonment, to which he has been sentenced, would be 
equally ineffectual. The punishment which is dictated by a spirit of retalia- 
tion, and is not softened with pity, does more harm than good to society. 

Lawson, no doubt, committed a grave offence, but he was placed under 
peculiar circumstances. He is a boy of seventeen, and a European of seventeen 
is, even in this tropical country, a boy, a mere child. There does not seem 
to be a grain of pity in the sentence which has been passed on him. The 
accused, woreover, made a clean breast of his offence and did not try to con- 
ceal it. The case would have certainly been decided in his favour if he had 
claimed a trial by jury and produced false evidence in his defence. Mr. Dé, 
we think, took all these circumstances into his consideration when he sentenced 
the accused to one month’s imprisonment, 

In all first convictions a light sentence should be passed in all cases in 
which the accused makes a voluntary confession of his offence. It is of the 
first importance in every society to vindicate truth and encourage the speak- 
ing of truth. ‘The passing of heavy sentences in such cases is sure to en- 
courage falsehood and dissimulation. Crime will never be rooted out from 
human society, and so long as crime exists, the best thing to do is to prevent 
its concealment. It will be # great good done to Indian society to purge our 
Law Courts of the falsehood and perjury which have become their character- 
istic features in thesedays. Lawson, though a European, ought to have been 
leniently dealt with, because he isa boy and spoke the truth. 

12. The Datntk-o-Samachar Chanarika of the 3rd June writes as follows :— 
Babu Jogendranath Vidyabhu- Babu J ogendranath Vidyabhusan has fallen 
san, Deputy Magistrate of in the estimation of his official superiors. He 
i  « has offended them by his independence and im- 
partial attitude in the trial of criminal cases. When Toeunirenath was 
transferred from Nadia to Faridpur, the Nadia public parted with him in regret. 
His popularity is certainly disliked by the authorities who most probably 
smelt sedition in the public demonstration in Jogendranith’s honour. The 
authorities seem to be bent upon wreaking their vengeance upon him In 
Faridpur he has incurred the displeasure of the District Magistrate and the 
Divisional Commissioner by acquitting the prisoner in a case under section 323 
of the Indian Penal Code. ‘Ihe Magistrate reported against him, and the 
Commissioner has moved the higher authorities to stop J ogendranath’s promo- 
tion. He has even hinted that the best thing to do will be to dismiss the 
Deputy Magistrate. The Amrita Bazdr Patrika hopes that the Lieutenant- 
Governor will do justice to Jogendranath. We do not think that he will. 
The Lieutenant Governors have always invariably taken the side of Magistrates 
and Commissioners in such cases. It seems to be the fixed policy of the 
Government to keep Depnty Magistrates under the thumb of Mayistrates and 
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Commissioners, Take the case of Babu Atul Chandra Chatterji, in which Sir 
Charles Elliott defied the High Court. Sir Alexander Mackenzie has treated 
the High Court with scant’ courtesy in the case of a Munsif,and it is quite 
likely that he will do the same thing’in the case of a Deputy Magistrate. = 


(c)—Jails. 


13. The Bangavasi of the 29th May recommends the release of Krishna- 

; ; - nanda Swami on the occasion of the Diamond 
The prisoner Krishnananda Swami. Jitiiee, Sir Antony MacDonnell is a kind-hearted 
ruler. and will, no doubt, pardon the'prisoner. The result of Krishnananda’s 
appeal is uncertain, and the public will be thankful if he is released by the 
Government in the exercise of its mercy. 


(d ,— Education. 


14. The Sansodhini of the 28th May takes objection to questions 3, 5, 6, 

bina i 8 &c., in the mathematical paper set to the can- 

e third years examination ot didates for the third year’s examination of the 
the Chittagong Normal School. Chitt ong Normal School. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administra ion. 


15. The Charu Mihir of the 24th May publishes the following reports of 
water scarcity :— 
Ee. orts of water scarcity and Pingana.—There is great water scarcity at 

x Fuldarpara, Baraipatal, Chatutia, Palasia, Simla, 
Golabari, Bhattabari and other villages, owing to the silting up of the neigh. | 
bouring branch of the Jabuna. The hopes that were awakened by the 

reparation by panchayats of lists of villages suffering from water scarcity 
bows vanished. : 

Kangsa-Sherpur.—Large numbers of people are dying of cholera for want 
of good water. No one, however, takes any notice of these deaths. The 
District and Subdivisional Officers are requested to promptly send a doctor to 
the village. ' 

16,” The Sansodhini of Ga 28th May observes | the Head-clerk r the 

: ei ittagong District Board took two subordinate 
office. an ee fg : Quan's clerks to task because they did not attend office on 
Birthday. the Queen’s Birthday, which is observed as a close 
holiday in all Government offices. The Head-clerk went so far as to send a 
peon to the clerks with the following letter :—‘It is the Vice-Chairman’s wish 
that you should at once present yourself at the office. If you do not, you will 
be severely dealt with.” Such vagaries should not be tolerated. It 1s to be 
hoped that the Commissioner of Chittagong will take serious nvutice of the 
matter. : 

17, The same paper complains that, although a gentleman has been 
appointed Engineer and Secretary on a handsome 
pay, no improvement has been effected im the 
sanitation of Chittagong town. The water-supply of the town is not satisfactory, 
and the conservancy arrangements are defective. The drains are in a filthy 
condition, and the prevailing. water scarcity is the source of cholera and other 
epidemics. The town is overgrown with trees and obnoxious plants which are 
to answer for the deterioration of the sanitation of the town. ‘The waste lands 
should be brought under cultivation, in order to improve the sanitary condition 
of Chittagong. 

18. A correspondent of the Hitavadi of the 28th May says that the tanks 

id we | in. the villages of Bagura and Bansgram,: in the 

wn the Seer ity in two villages Jessore district, are silted up, and there is conse- 

_ quently great scarcity of water. ‘he villagers 

are procuring water by digging holes in the silted-up tanks. An appeal -to the 
local zamindar for the excavation of a tank has borne no fruit up to this time. 

19, The Sanyjivans of the 29th May complains of the prevalence of water- 

Water-scarcity in A village in os ty in Orha nd :? village in ‘the Faridpur 
the Faridpur district. district. The prevailing water-scarcity has intensi- 


fied the sufferings of the people in this of 
famine. The excavation of a tank is urgen y necded. people in this year 


Sanitation of Chittagong town. 
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| complains of the imposition: of a 
20. A correspondent — Sipal tex" in Samastipur, in the Dar 


Municipal taxationinSamastipur istrict, The extension of municipal administration 
shoots Boris eT _ to that place was: le, but the imposition of a 


tax ought to have been postponed in this year of distress. 
(ft) — Questions affecting the land. 


rves the Sanjivani of the 29th May, having been 
. ee ae pointed Officiating Lieutenant-Governor, is pre- 
The Managership of the Hatwa ofud ed from bein g, at any future time, ap ointed 
— Manager of the we ~~ - on ot 
likely to be permanently appoin anager 0 at estate. 
oeba Birin Bihari Dette was ) aes under the late Maharaj By and acquitted 
himself with great credit and ability. It will be the height of injustice to ignore 
his claim to the managership, and appoint to that post a man of com tive 
inexperience. If, however, there ig an insurmountable difficul in the way 
of appointing Bipin Babu as Manager, there are many in the Hatwa service 
- from among whom a selection could be made, Mr. Stevens is the Senior Member 
of the Revenue Board, and he is well known for his sense of justice and im- 
partiality. It is to be hoped that he will not allow any injustice to be done in 
the appointment of a Manager of the Hatwa estate. 


(9 )—Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


22. The Sahachar of the 26th May has the following :— 

i i ans ili It -: our intention to mind the ‘Sigperne of ge 

ehh way Companies in general to the grievances o 

ema their ain medical omens. We shall first speak 
of the native medical staff under the East Indian Railway Company. Many of 
these medical officers are able and experienced physicians and surgeons. Some 
of them are passed students of the Medical College, and others are 
students of the Campbell Medical School, with a subsequent prc for five 
years in the Medical College. We are well acquainted, with several of these 
native railway doctors, but we shall speak here of only one of them. This 

entleman is a very. skilful surgeon, and has peggy cog performed many 
difficult operations. His treatment is as successful as his diagnosis is correct. 
His collection of surgical instruments surpasses that of many famous surgeons 
in Calcutta, and he enjoys the confidence of the native as well as European 
residents of his station. ‘There are not of course many such native doctors in 
the service of the Company, but there are one or two such men, and it is to be 
regretted that their merit is not properly rewarded. These officers have to 
work very hard, and yet they are not allowed an assistant. They are poorly 

id, and have no time for private practice. Unlike the far more highly-paid 

uropean doctors, they are not allowed to charge fees upon European 
patients. They do not, therefore get a pice in addition to their pay. Dr. 
Griffith, the head of the Railway Medical Department, whois very kind to his 
native subordinates, is requested to attend to these grievances of theirs. 

23, The Murshidabad Hitaishi of the 26th May complains of injustice 
done by railway authorities to native traders and 
shop-keepers, who may have to carry their goods 
by rail. It frequently megpens that they do not receive all their s,. and 
receive one kind of goods for another kind. Lately a native trader lost two 
tins of oil, and received instead two tins of ghee. Most of the traders put up 
with such loss without protest. Many have complained to the authorities, but 
have received evasive replies. Not long ago one Behari Lal Singh complained 
to the East Indian Railway authorities that he had lost three tins of oil. To 
this complaint, the Traffic Superintendent replied as follows :— os 


No. 593, Shahebganj, 20th January. 1897, | 
To—Babu Beharilal Sing, Paiker. 


Loss of goods on railways. 


Sir, ‘Foe | : 
Budge- Budge to Murarai Invoice No. 19 of 7th December 1896. 
My ackno wledgment 14th instant. : Cat 


SaHacHAR 
May 26th, 1897. 


MURSHIDABAD HITal- 
SHI, 


May 26th, 1897. 
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SvuLaBH Dalnik, 
May 28th, 1897, 


HitavaDl, 


Mayi28th, 1897. 


( 470° ) 


Enquiries: have been made : for your cases of oil, but I regret without : 
success. | ou 

I can, however, entertain no claim for them, as the sender executed a risk 
note form, “ H,” which frees the Railway Company from all liability in con- 
sideration of the special reduced rate having been charged for the carriage of the 


goods. 
Yours faithfully, 


D. T. Superintendent. 


> 


Beharilal again wrote :— 


To—The Traffic Superintendent, East India Railway, Shahebganj. 
Sir, oes 
With reference to your acknowledgment, 14th instant 1897, I beg to say 
that I find nothing in the Code to show that the Railway Company is not re- 
nsible for things lost, in consideration of the special reduced rate having been 
charged for the carriage of the goods. 
Railway fare has been paid in order that the goods may be duly delivered 
to the place of destination. 
So I hope further enquiry should be made. 


Yours faithfully, 
BEHARILAL SING. 


To the above he received the following reply :— 


No. 1226C,, Shahebganj, 12th February 1897. 
To—Babu Beharilal Sing. 
Sir, 
* ° * * * * 
The form of risk note executed by the sender is recognized by law, and the 
documents will protect the Railway Company. 


I regret very much my inability to entertain your claim. 
There ought not to be an end of the matter here. 


(h)— General. 


24. The Barisal Hitaisht of the 21st May complains that the low-paid. 
i ii a le aia amla of the Sub-Registry offices in the Barisal 
ofign inthe Barisal distuct «istrict are in the habit of exacting fees from those 
| who have to get documents registered. It is almost 
impossible to get documents registered without satisfying these needy amla. 
The attention of the Sub-Registrars should be drawn to this unlawful conduct of 
their amla. 
25. ‘The Sulabh Dainik of the 28th May writes that a sender has to certify 
aniseed ais * that the article sent by value-payable post is in 
“nS so@eCUtion of, a bond fide order. But how is the 
sender to know that the order is a bond fide one? 
There are mischievous people who are in the habit of making orders for articles 
to be sent value-payable, without intending to pay for the same, and in these 
cases honest senders often become victims of the machinations of unprincipled 
and mischievous men. The existing system does not, and cannot, prevent irre- 
sponsible and dishonest senders from carrying on the trade of cheating honest 
people. It is in fact a source of great inconvenience and hardship to honest 
senders, while it exercises no check upon dishonest and irresponsible senders. 
26. The Hitavadi of the 28th wey says that on reading what appeared 
against the Sub-Registrar of Amta in this paper, 
= eer eta the able Magistrate of Howrah ordered an past into | 
the matter. It may be mentioned here that when Babu Atulkrishna Ghose 
was lately appointed to officiate for him, the Sub-Registrar, with a view to 
inconvenience his locum tenens, ordered his clerks to absent themselves from 
office. Such conduct is most reprehensible. The Sub-Registrar must be some- 
body’s pet, or why is he not being compelled to retire ? : 


( 471 ) 


27, A correspondent of the Sanjivani of the 29th May complains against — 


one Prasanna Kumar Das, a post peon of the Kola 


An stnling eye in the post-office in the Midnapore district. The post peon — 


destroys the letters which are entrusted to him for 
delivery. The attention of the postal authorities should be drawn to his con- 


duct. | 
98. The Chinsura Vartavaha of the 30th May complains of prevailing mis- 
management in the Pandua Sub-Registry office in 
_ The Pandua Sub-Registry office 444 Hooghly district. The Sub-Registrar is quite 
= — innocent of Bengali, and cannot examine the merits 
of most documents presented to him for registration. The examination of 
documents he leaves to his clerk, who has no experience of registration. Regis- 
tration work, therefore, is very badly and inefficiently done. The clerk, 
moreover, makes great delay in examining lengthy documents, and thereby puts 

the public to great inconvenience. | 


II] .—LE£EGISLATIVE. 


29. In reference to the proposed curtailment of the right of civil appeal, 
| the Bharat Mitra of the 27th May says that the 
The proposal regarding civilap- Sypreme Government should not hasten to restrict 
pus the right, simply on the ground that the number of 
civil appeals in India is greater than in England. In England civil suits in the 
lower courts are tried by competent judges, and thereis, therefore, less probabi- 
lity of miscarriage of justice. Miscarriage of justice is, however, frequent in 
India, and the people, therefore, have no confidence in the justice of the deci- 
sions of the lower courts. Moreover, in England a class of civil suits are tried 
by jury, against whose decision there is no appeal. In India the right of appeal 
is, far more than in England, a safeguard against miscarriage of justice. 


30. The Hitavadi of the 28th May thus continues its examination of the 
The Batigious Endowments Bill ——— oo opponents of the Religious En- 

Objection No. V.—The Bill is not likely to do ary good, 

Reply.—If the Bill will not do any good, let the opponents of the measure 
say what will ? Will they, with the fate of the shrines of Tarakeswar, Tripati 
and Chandranath before them, be so selfish as to suggest a litigation which by 
its length must be ruinous alike to suitors and shrines as the only means of 
checking wicked mahants? : 

Uljection No. VI.—The Bil, if passed, will have the effect of filling the 
pockets of the Babus. 

Reply.—Certain opponents of the Bill are, it would seem, too much exer- 
cised by considerations of full pockets and empty pockets. Some eight years 
ago the Bangavast, for instance, made a strong agitation for the protection of 
religious endowments, with reference to an alleged criminal intrigue of the 
late Mahanta of Tarakeswar, with a married woman named Krishnakamini, but 
for some unaccountable reason, it suddenly changed its tone. It is not easy to 
see how the Bill will fill the pockets of any Babus. Under the Bill the 
Members of Endowment Committees will be elected every three years, and will 
be subject to the supervision of a Central Committee. Statement of the receipts 
and disbursements of shrines will also be published in the Official Gazette. 
Any corrupt member will also be removable How will the measure then make 
it convenient for the Babus to fill their pockets ? 

Objection No. VII.—:The shastras do not say that gifts are to be made 
only to worthy objects at places of pilgrimage. 

feply.—No_ one wishes to give anything to unworthy people, and the 
shastras too forbid such gifts. They must be surely men of depraved tastes, 
who can make gifts to persons who will lavish them eithcr on prostitutes or on 
keepers of taverns. 

Objection No. VEII.—If an endeavour is made to check mahants, they will 
ruin their adversaries by their curses, and it is therefore advisable to humour 
them by all and every means, 

Reply.—It is mere waste of breath to argue with those who are for letting 
alone thieves, dacoits, adulterers and other evil-doers lest they should curse. 


SANJIVANI, 


May 29th, 1897. 


CHINSURA 
VaRTaVaHa, 


May 30th, 1897. 


BHARAT MITRA, 
May 27th, 1897. 


HrravaDl, 
May 28th, 1897, 
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BIRISAIL HI? AISHI, 
May 28th, 1897, 


closely attend to the duty of doing su 


( 472 ) é 
It is not also easy to gratify mabants of the type of the. late Mahant of _ 


‘Tarakeswar, and the present Mahant of Chandranath, who can easily ask for, 


le’s young Wives. VS SE ea 
sibs: Objection “No. 1I.X.—Oppression should not be done away with, because it 
has a very salutary moral influence on those that are op d. ei aot 

Reply.—Those who argue thus must, for consistency’s sake, advocate a 
reign of lawlessness. hae | ee ; 

Objection No, X.—The alien English Government has no night to inter. 
fere with the management of religious endowments. | SEY pet 2a ep 

Reply.--The Enclish Government is the sovereign power in this coun 
and as such it can interfere in any matter, nay, it is bound to protect religious 
endowments, and to prevent oppression of Fog rosary Must this oppression con- 
tinue because there is no longer a Hindu king? Should Government only 
protect our persons and property, and not our religious endowments? _ 

Objection No. XI.—The Bill will interfere with the performance of the 
customary religious rites in shrines ? ee 

Reply.—It is not easy to see how the Bill will have any such effect, 
There are no provisions in it to that effect. , 

31. The Barisal Hitaishi of the 28th ed a the yo grids rg sor 

the proposed curtailment of the right o 
a proposal regarding civil a civil Lh bis 6 #PP eal 
ne We beg to offer the following observations 
regarding the scheme proposed by the Government of India:— 

In England the Judicial officers are invariably recruited from old 
and experienced barristers. They have close acquaintance with the man- 
ners, customs, habits and nature of the people. By long practice at the bar, 
they acquire peculiar aptitude to find out truth from falsehood, and te dis 
tinguish good from bad men. They can easily detect mendacity in a witness 
from his demeanour or the method of making statements. — 

Civil suits again are tried by experienced Judges with the aid of a 
jury taken from persons who have knowledge of the parties, and the place from 
which they come. 

Hence witnesses deposing before such a tribunal can, if they speak 
falsehood, hardly go undetected. 

Just as parties, before arbitrators selected from men of their village, 
would scarcely succeed to conceal truth, so also before such Judges and jury it 
is impracticable to play a false part or a dodge. 

The judicial machinery, with the aid of a jury, would acquit them- 
selves in a far better style in administering justice than what we can expect 
from an Indian tribunal. 

In India judicial officers of the lowest grades, such. as munsifs, are 
recruited from raw, young, inexperienced, briefless pleaders. 

Raised to the bench and invested with a degree of power before age 
mollifies human nature, chastens character and experience adds to the know- 
ledge and ability of detecting truth from falsehood, our judicial officers in 
extreme youth become a good deal puffed up with an idea of their great umpor- 
tance and dignity in position and power. They are consequently devoid of 
that patience and dispassionate nature, and that calm, quiet and unrufiled 
judicial temper which are the essential qualifications necessary in sifting truth 
from falsehood, and detecting a truthful witness from a mendacious one. 

The officer in charge of the court of the lowest jurisdiction, be he 
a Munsif in Bengal or a tahsildar in the North-Western Provinces, or 
mamlatdar in the Bombay or Madras Presidency is generally a stranger 
to the parties who are suitors in his court. The witnesses are unknown faces 
to him. As such they do not feel the least hesitation and discouragement to 
peer falsehood, which they would not dare have done if civil suits, according t0 
the system in vogue in England, were tried by an old and experienced Judge 
with the aid of jurors. | | 

We have to painfully draw attention to the fact that the Judicial 
officers in India are most pressed upon to clear their ‘files than to keenly and 
ntial justice to a case. Hence 


are in no less than 75 per cent. of the cases failutes of justi d parties to suits 
rush to Appellate Courts for redress of their grievance f stice and parties t 
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It is a matter very much to be deplored that India is a land of experiments, 


systems which are never heard of or never put under an experiment : 
Sse more advanced countries are. tried here. Hence it is thet _ unfledge 
youths with no experience of the country are raised to the Bench, without 
regard to the consequences which such systems are likely to be fraught with. 
In England there are no taxes raised in the shape of the heavy. cost 
of court-fees which. are levied: upon suitors in India. The reason why in 
England there is not so large a number of appeals, is that pes with the aid 
of jurors, generally succeed in arriving at a right conclusion, an people do not 
foel the necessity of going to higher courts for appeals. - Again, there are appeals 
in England on questions of law and not on fucts, and hence the number of 


Is i sma 1. : ' 7 °. 4 ° , 
TT ee in India a heavy ad valorem fee of 7} per cent. is levied upon 


the value of each case or appeal, still, when there are in numerous cases failures. 


of justice, people have recourse to Appellate Courts in such a way as to increase 
the number of appeals — : eras 

Officers presiding in Ape late Courts are older, more experienced and 
exhibit a greater anxiety to do justice than lower courts generally feel, and 
hence suitors have greater confidence in Appellate Courts than they would have 
in courts of first instance. eee Pe 

The High Court Judges are generally recruited from old and experien- 
ced Barristers or old and experienced Vakils. They, again, are not subject to 
the pressure of clearing their file, and have not to submit quarterly or half- 
yearly or yearly reports of cases decided by them. mare eangt the High 
Court is looked up to by the people as the last resort to get proper redress against 
flagrant injustice in both civil and criminal cases. Hence, if the channel of 
second appeals be shut up by changing the present system by introducing 
a new one, it will lead to a great disaster in the results of the administration 
of civil justice. In order to attempt to reduce the number of appeals, it 
—— > necessary to remodel the Indian courts in the shape of those in 
England. : 

In many cases of low value there arise most important questions of 
law in connection with right, title and interest in: landed properties. Hence, if 
first or second appeals in such cases be at once put a stop to, there is no chance 
of giving relief to parties who are, or may be, affected by grave and serious in- 
justice of the courts of first instance or the first Appellate : 

In suits of which the value is below Rs. 5,C00, there are no second 
appeals to the High Court except on questions of law. And this system has 
= effectual in reducing the number of second appeals in a considerable 

egree, 

' _ Letters Patent appeals arise only out of questions of law, and the pro- 
positions embodied in paragraph 1 of the letter, if given effect to, will only 
shut the channel of justice, as the single judge deciding the case will, in rare 
instances, give leave to prefer such appeals under the Letters Patent Act, even 
if there exist good legal grounds for such appeals. | 

_. he proposition embodied in paragra he 2 of the letter, if given effect to, 
will lead to greatly disastrous results, as judges deciding suits, the value of which 
does not exceed Rs. 2,000, will hardly give leave to prefer such appeals. A 
sult of the value of Rs. 2,000 or below that amount may involve many ques- 
sone of law and fact, and to shut the channel of appeals in such cases is to deny. 
Justice. 

‘The proposition embodied in paragraph 3 is monstrous. If given effect 
to, it will simply make a party a victim of an attempt on the part of a 
rich man to harass and ruin him. It will enable.a rich man to institute the suit 
in a court far from the place or district where the cause of action arose and 
wherein the witnesses reside. To enable a party to carry the fight to a quarter 
where a comparatively poor party cannot produce his evidence, or conduct or 
defend his suit with equal advantage, is in effect to deny him justicean 

The rule embodied in pa h 4 is more or less resorted to by a court 
to which appeal is preferred according as the case in appeal is strong or weak. 
Hence it is needless to ey down a rule of this kind for guidance of courts, 
The section 545 of the Civil Procedure Code is already sufficient for the 


purpose, . 


° , exo 
a. Pee 
ae > 
Pa * 
, ~~ oe 
: + SNS es 
: : Ae 
“ ~~ ~ a . 
be ‘ 4 SS MRE 
Y A ; 1 on 
> ’ ~ 
, —— - ae - meen es 
— = Lone . Pa te ee Se . — 
sy % o> s uy . P . 3 & Si A Pe eee ee : 
’ . Caf YS C2 oS SPREE. QRS Se Reon mote NS 4 ge DLs Balk 1 A 
; ’ - oN ie te *” FE oS RAE . Pek de Or Seer 
 . . " a7 ee me - re es iS np & Toh 
’ * , as a4 6 ae » at her re Sat ee eee nae PME SR <3 - dia AP? pel Se RS ‘Sak So 
TEER ES ROE Re SIO aa 2S lat a Poh EE Oe REE Re A. Oe 
. Pas 2 ; . = 
POP empire Se SR en ag ee - pene 
. ~ ~ . * Gwe: Ne >» o 
. es 
. 


i har rie 1 oe ae le 
- Awe ‘ ’ ; 3 J 


<page) Ra Lee ee 
PRY, Sy: ii a Sah aS aay ee ke cat nes 4 . 
r ve hie at eT ted 5 ¥ 
ret i abig SSep" ee. aa ae eras 5, eA tg bs SF. bee oi 
a Pes asa ee ty we te es Pe a 
~ PX a rte . % : 


* ies 
ire 
, ‘y 


OOTP Mn LR pe Te ME eae pe wt Ss a ok Oe ee ee 
silane ae reba oe Maton cE Dern AEST OS Topi 
oH Ns 


pe. a) £26 “POTS, 
5 He 2; Pie ee 


- eae 
Se 


BaNGAVASI, 
May 2¢th, 1897. 


to, will tender t hest tribunal of the land powerless in. setting . 
bape WO, W ‘or order “at. on the face of it illegal; materially itregular and 
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The'.propogition in paragraph 5 to curtail the: powers. of revision was 


ferfed oft the High rae Lh section 622, Civil. Proceduré Code, if given 


ision that this jurisdiction should be.confined to 


h Oo and could issue a mandambs or prohibition, 
would be inapplicable to a in India, and would not answer the purpose for 
which section 622 was provided. —— LET ate 

The ‘measure a8 proposed by paragraph 6 of the letter is wholly 
reduiidatt, as there are ne second appeals in cases below Rs. 500 or up to the 
value below Rs. 5,000 except on questions of law. =. x 

The proposition as contained in paragraph 7 is impracticable and un- 
reasonible, Riles of procedure are framed to be observed for the paspose of 
avoiding irtegularities or illegalities which. lead to injustice or create culties 
in the way of deviding cases promptly and properly to the advantage of. suitors. 
If there could no: be an appeal on questions of procedure, the procedure law 
would be a dend letter, and there is no necessity for having such a procedure law 
in force or in existence. | “ | 

The proposition in paragraph & should not be given effect to, as it will 
lead to injustice and serious failure of justice, and create serious complaints, — 
The Calcutta Small Cause Court has, up to date, jurisdiction to suthimarily try 
suits of the value of Rs. 2,000. The scheme having been found to be no way 
useful or advantageuns to parties, and there having been serious complaints 
from suitors on the ground that proper justice could not be had in the Pregi- 
dency Small Cause Court, it: has been ovided that a party willing to bring a 
suit of the value of Rs. 2,000 may have the option to institute it either in 
the Original Side of the High Court or in the Calcutta Small Cause Court, 
The proposition in paragraph 9 is not feasible, and willlead to grave 
failure of justice. ‘There are courts having already Small Cause Court powers in 
deciding cases in which questions of matter provided for in the Mufassal Small 
Cause Courts Act are taken up and decided. The provisions are sufficient for 
the purpose, and there is no mecéssity to expand such powers. — 

82. The Bangavasi of the 29th May has the following on Babu Surendra- 

Babu Surendranath Banerji’s nath Banerji's- candidature for a seat in the 
candidature fer a seat in the Bengal Legislative Council :— 
Bengal Legislative Council. jis it then true, after all, that there is very 
little chance of Babu Surendranath Banerji being elected for nomination to 
a seat in the Bengal Legislative Council? ‘The appearances seem to be against 
him, and we shill, indeed, be very sorry if he fails to be favoured with a seat. 
It has all along been Surendranath’s best endeavour to sit in the Legislative 
Council as a representative of tlie people. His speeches and political agitation, 
his Congress aid Conferences are but a means to an ehd. They are efforts 
ceaselessly directed towards the realisation of his Jife’s one ambition—the 
introduction of the representative system into the Legislative Councils in India. 
Are all his efforts to be in vain? Now that the harvest is ripe, will he be 
prevented from reaping if? If Surendranath fails to be elected he will 
understand as clearly as we that there are no: more ungrateful creatures on 
earth than the Bengali Babus. Before he went to England, Surendranath 
entrusted his interests to the:care of his friends, and humbly besought. them, net 
to throw him overboard, It will certainly break our heart if Surendranath’s 
friends turn traitors to his cause. Let Local Self-Government go to the devil, 
let Bengal be cast into the:sea, let India go to rack and ruin, but never let 
Surendranath be disappointed: The poor fellow lives only for the httle bit of 
honour which he so hungrily covets. ne 

The reader is no doubt‘ well aequainted with the story of old -Kalechand 

of Santipur. Old. Kalachand. used to appear .in thé rvle ef Hanuman on the 
occasion of the Cliaitra Sankranti carnival, Kalachand’s pons were in. course 
of time appointed to high posts in the Government service, and they. epuld net 
bear the aight of their father playing the part of a buffoon: One year ge 
prevented him from taking his patt in the carnival. This was a great shock 
to the old wan, and he died ef @ broken heart. We shall not answer for say 


such mishap that may happen to Surend th' if he facke t. babe” toe 
seat in the Legislative Council. nae Se eee 


without jurisdistion. The pr 
cases where the Big Oourt in 
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33. The Dacca Prakash of the 30th re “is Pdipern fe 
The Tenancy Act Amendment find th at panied an attempt “Court 


Tenan Act, for > biaiaia owing to | 7 
to emey his fair rents, that which in Bose cetntan stat in | 
a slight enhancement of rente, although there may exist. 
for such oe - as prevents bed 
enhancement on the ground of a fise im 
advantage of by the powerful Isndlord to ae fon. his r. 
than the value of his crops have not been removed. ng ee 
amend section 188 of the Act, which prevents the | co-owners of 
from exercising their lawful rights or section 93, which is @ play 
hands of District Judges. It is not tnusnal for the rairety of § 
acting in collusion with some small co-shi 
co-sharers. The raiyats in find it perfectly 
enhancement of rents an thus put landlord 
The existing law furnishes no remedy i in such . 
relief or remedy in those cases in which a powe Over 
the tenants by means of threats or bribes, website ar rans 6 Tanda 0 
an ymali estate to his own estate or to that of some frie i )- atid 
thereby in ruining the poorer co-sharers, and ultimately j ining the 
Government land revenue. The amending Bill i in its saan A habe id ‘all 
likely to remove the serious evils the existence of which has been isoloned by 
the working of the ‘Tenancy Act. 


ssible to nd ail 3 ni 
fo see alike to loss. 


othe itis it bho any 


IV.—Nattvs Srates. 


34. The Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide oh the ign _ May potas that. ta 
strikes one as strange tha ig 2 erat ond settlers 


Hyderabad should bp 3 
law from that by which the tative inhabitants of 
When the English Government has declined to ae with 3 its ~Titeatal 
Government of the Transvaal, which is treating the Indians there as no better 
than cats and dogs, it passes one’s comprehension why it shoul anterefere with 
the Nizam’s Government in the matter of the administration o eon : 


Europeans in Hyderabad. 


35. The Hitavadi df the 28th May says that the Rana of within 
wai Wink of Geduesshh the Nizam’s territories, h has ‘ into trouble use 

| 2 ae cn his police arrested an Engli lad ‘who Mi elves of 
ying any heed to protests. if is far aafer teh 


a date tree without pay 
native jagirdare than 
deadly serpents. 


36. The Sanjivani of the oe May eomplaite of diario in the Tippera pera 

Dissension in the Ti Raj famil J: prpeent Mahavaja_ did reg 

tentien ppers Baja oor 1g to custom, elect a Jubataj on iad pracin 
of his installation. "Kawa Samarendra 

Maharaja, and 


Barman was Bara Thakur. one i ne ane of. ioe ate acral 
expected to be elected J ubara, hakiif, ae 18 ‘id Pit 
chit “iegppaintes Steg ioe and @ 
ieee 


oon iring against the reignih 
indu dynasties, tts tant bea great 


1 ted roved the ruin of 
Tip era, the only independent. State 1 in Bengal, has to pay ‘Bhy potialty’ for 
will be nore.  bepoming 


annoy oe English lad, for Englishmen ar, as it’ werd, 


x folly and indiscretion of its reigning family. 
37. The same paper observes that ngthin 


| e celebration of the. ‘Diamond a ub ed than 
vistas Gepost Mébardnk of the restoration. of hs Maharaha’ of" alwir ‘to 


power. 
88. The Hinii Bengavast of the 31st Ma prays the anthorien te give 8 
favourable i Med aw to |; e petiti 1 'submi : 


by the people of Jhalwar, soliciting the .restorati 
of ther ‘x-Maharaja to POWEE. on 


Zalish Singh to for the restoration of 
gh to power. 


the Diamond Jubilee. 


~~ - . OnE a ae ty Or a 
aot co ti ds cpopaaa , 


oat 3 


Dacaa Prakass, 


May 30th, 1897. 


DARUSSALTANA 
anD Urnpvu GUIDE, 


May 27th, 1897. 


HiTavaDI, 
May 28th, 1897. 


SANJIVANI, 
May 29th, 1897. 


SANJIVANI. 


Hispi BanGavasi, 


May 3Sist, 1897. 
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V.—PROsPECTs OF THE’ CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. > 


$9. The Charu Mihir of the 24th May has the following:— —_— OE dean 

ee oie nena cre bat ity of food in a country is a deep blot on 
Bie earn of famine under itg Government. Under Hindu rule the untimely. 

ORM bs death oe ‘sin . subject was bee down to the 

ereign’s iniquity. The present wi ad distress arising from scarcity of 
food is being saeti 1d to the people’s lethargy and the wrath of - Provillenes: 
We do not care to institute a comparison between Hindu and English rule, and 
only hope that if the memory of the heavy responsibility incurred by Hindu 
kings in the matter of saving their subjects’ lives leads any Indian at this 
moment to cast his eyes on the distant past and heave a deep sigh, his action 
will not be misconstrued. 


No sovereign can ever expect to free himself from the ieproach of having 
famine in his territories by simply pleading his subjects’ lethargy ani the 
anger of Providence. The story of the sovereign’s ce 1s no longer 
confined to the simple charge that the people suffer from scarcity of food. 
Government is now held responsible for the occurrence of frequent famines in the 
country. Whether any particular country, under any particular rule, has been 
so often visited by famines, we cannot tell. But it is a fact that English rule in 
India has been marked by many such visitations,. In his description of the 
famine of 1176 (B.8.) Lord Macaulay wrote disparagingly of the Musalman 
administration of the time, and praised the British Government. But, at this 
moment, when British rule, with all its boast of administrative excellence is 
firmly established in the country, the wails of hundreds of thousands of 
starving Indians are possibly making the great historian turn and startle in 
his grave. , 1 

Where is the country which enjoys a perfect immunity from drought and 
excessive rainfall? Why does not Divine wrath lead to such frequent famines 
elsewhere? Poverty is one of the causes of the scarcity of food. It is because 
India is poor that she is frequently visited by famine. What the cause of her 
poverty is has been disclosed ‘by Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji and others in their 
evidence before the Welby Commission. . It is owing to this poverty that famine 
is raging in all its fury in India. It is simply idle to attempt to conceal the 
existence of this scourge under the flimsy plea of Divine displeasure, Indian 
lethargy, “privation” and other ee things. This attempt at conceal- 
ment only reveals more clearly than ever the weakness of the ruling power. 


We have not forgotten Lord Northbrook’s generous sympathy, nor shall we 


a, the many striking ae of love for his subjects which have been given 
by Sir Antony MacDonnell. The sick officer, who disregards medical advice 


and sticks to his Bes oe goes on mag | the starving tg woe a god in 
e alwa 


human form, and 8 worshipp ea god by the Indians. Such 
officers are undoubtedly a glory of the British Government. But in spite of 
many things in connection with famine on which the British Government 
can justly pride itself, it has, by its tortuous policy of famine relief laid itself 
open to lasting reproach. Whatever justification the Secretary of State may 
lead in his behalf, there can be no manner of doubt'that the Government has 
earned lasting infamy for itself by misappropriating the Famine Fund, and 
that the subsequent partial restoration of the Fund has not been a sufficient 

expiation of its guilt, If the Fund had been set apart, Government might 
have realised its true position in op to the famine at the proper moment, and 


have been spared the humiliation o ing from door to door all the way from 
Calcutta to Quito. en Peseing r Jey 


We should have reckoned ourselves fortunate if the scandal had ended 
here. It is now proposed to create a permanent fund with the crore and-a-half 
of a rag which have been raised for the express purpose of granting charitable 
relief to the famine-stricken. This ignoble proposal, if carried into effect, will 
certainly lead to loss of life from starvation. Why else has not the Rajshahi 
Why” yet caer in getting a fans allotment made for that district? 

not the existence of famine in Be clear] itted by the 
officials ? Why else do Subdivisional Officers, in er , 


ais? Vi parts of the coun et 
remain indifferent? Why do they plead want of fonds when asked to; grant 


€ 437 3 
relief? Why else has the “‘privation” theory: been started for understating 
the number of deaths from starvation? = = —_— | gil tee’ 

- The English believe in the resurrection of the dead. When on the Judg- 
ment Day crores of Indians, who’ have lost their lives in the famine, will rise, 
from their graves or ashes and standing before the Almighty’s Throne will tell 
their tales, all such flimsy excuses as Divine displeasure, people’s indolence, &c.; 
will be cast to the winds, and a lasting blot of mfamy will fasten itself on the 


white annals of the white race. Ought not the Governnient te ponder over 


this while there is time yet ? e alee 
Be 40, The same fapee’ publishes’ the following reports of food ‘and water- 


| - scarcity :— | ree " 
Reports of food and water- Tangatl.— None but an eye-witness will be able 
—s to realise the severity of the distress prevailin 


throughout the subdivision. Ordinary rice is selling at Rs. 5-12, Rs, 6, and 
even Rs. 6-12 per maund. Middle class and poor people are utterly helpless. 
Loans are not to be had even at an interest of two annas per rupee. Wails. 
are heard on all sides. . i ea oe - ka 

Many are applying to the Deputy Magistrate for help, but cannot obtain 
it for want of funds. Is the Collector devoid of: all human feeling that he will. 
not come forward to help the people even at this time of dire distress? . 

An additional Deputy Magistrate should be sent to the subdivision for relief 
work. This officer should be able, hardy, energetic and a good rider. 

Ramrampur.—Great distress. . Rice is selling at 5 or 6 seers and paddy at 
15 or 16 seers per rupee. Poor people can hardly procure meals of rice at 
intervals of two or three days, and are living on herbs. oe : 

Khanpur, Tangail—Great distress. Loans not to be had from mahajans. 
People will die if not promptly relieved. _ 9 

‘Gopalpur.—Great distress at Bharai, Chhabbisa, Bhayapur, Ghatandi, 
Fasalandi, Nikla and other villages within the Sialkhol thana. The residents 
of Bholardia, Bansjan, Danadeopur, Tarani Ata, Khal Raopal, Kul Pal, Pogal 
Digha, Sarisabari also are in great distress. The raiyats of Raja Jagadin- 
dranath Ray, inhabiting the hill tracts near Madhupur, are suffering extremely 
from scarcity. 

Raja Suryyakanta Acharyya and Babu Kaliprasanna Bhaduri are afford- 
ing some help to their tenants of Mohanpur and Panch Tikri, but Syed Nawab 
Ali Chaudhuri of Dhanbari is not affording any help to those distressed tenants: 
of his who are not expected to repay advances made to them. 

Biara.—Poor people are living on one meal, while some cannot obtain one: 
meal within even two days. Many have sold away their plough-cattle. Relief 
should be afforded without delay, or it will come too late. 


Narardia, Daulatpur.—Coarse rice selling at Rs. 6 or Rs. 64 per maund, but 
is not available in suffieient quantities even at those prices, ‘There is great 
distress among Brahmins, as well as Dhulis, Malis, and Kamars. Many are living 
on boiled éa/ alu, the price of which has greatly risen. The price of china, too, 
is nearly trebled. Poor respectable people, though almost on the point of death 
from starvation, refuse to implore charity. it is hoped that the Relief Com- 
mittee will take steps to relieve them. Scarcity of water is keener even than 


scarcity of food. The river is completely dry.: The water of the one tank in 


the village is unfit for use. 
Dewanganj thana—Severe_ distress. Many have been reduced to skeletons 


for want of food. Hariabari, Hargilar char, andanerpara, Sarmara, oe alpur, : 
ihara, 


Pallakandi, Char Bharasur, Chikajani, Baksiganj, Dariabad, Kac 
Kalikapur, Chuniapara, Palbandha, Islampur, Kajlapara and other villages are 


suffering tly from scarcity. The families of Chhayer Ulla and Fazu 
Shaikh of Chikes ani are in extreme distress and require ene hal relief, 


Birnagar.—A_ five-anna portion of the 500 families or more: in the vill 
are in great distress. The condition of Baker, Pachu, Amin, Samir Sarkar, 
Samed Sarkar, Saheb Ulla, Nayan, Kali Anu, Sona Ulla, Amin, Iman Munshi, 
Sadhu, Jinu, Laita Shaikh and others is most pitiable. ee ) 


Sisua.—One-fourth of the 80 or 90 families in the village 1 63 een, 
The condition of Naji Sarkar, Asvina, M ala.S 5 wea . 
and Chamam Sarkar and others is pitiable. 


Caarv Minm , 
May 24th, 1897. 


= 
Oe 


( 478 ) 


1 Many families are also in extreme distress in the villages of Bans Jan, 
i | Lakshmipur, Guahara, Chak Ghuinsa, Barikandi, Chandanpur. 

 Jagannathganj.—Nearly a fourth of the 80 families or so in the village are 
either living on half rations or starving outright. The condition of Sadar 
Mandal, Gaher, Manik, Anu Khan, Alep, Asan Shaikh and Manik Sarkar ig 
most pitiable. cE Ag 

rahman Jani.—Nearly a 6-anna portion of 30 families in the village are in 

distress. The condition of Rojai, Amin, Hossain, Meru Mandal and others is 
most sad. 

Kumuria Barichar and Bir —Great distress among the 50 families in the 
village. The condition of Manu, Chhengu, Andu, Gaher, Jaitulla and others 
is very sad. | 

Gustade Patal.—The inhabitants, both men and women, live upon the 
a wages of labour, but no work is to be had in these a of scarcity. The 

ae condition of Ram Majhi, Dina Majhi, Chitan Chang, Radha, Iswar Majhi, 

at Suryya Buna, Chandra Bagdi, Gopi Bagdi, Navin Chang and others is very 
sad, Ifthey are not promptly relieved, they will die. 
at Syampur Dayalpur—There are nearly 150 families in the two villages, 
at One-fourth of these are either living on half rations, or are starving outright. 
oat Gaher Megh, Ali Bhuan, Garibulla, Pandita, Molamdi, Aji Akand, Jadu Sarkar, 
at Sakra Geta and Nabi as well as Tarip-Ulla, Situ and Jarip of Dayalpur are 
| ae suffering greatly and need prompt relief. 
_ | Jamalpur.—The Subdivisional and District Officers are requested to attend 
- to the following points :— 

SF (1) The time for which relief should be afforded; (2) the number of those 
b who require relief; (3) arrangements for raising money and for affording prompt 
relief; (4) supply of seed-grain and plough-cattle to those who, though owning 
lands, are unable to carry on cultivation for want of these. 

Not a life will be lost if proper steps are taken even now. 
at It is to be regretted that therich zamindars of the Mymensingh district. ; 
“at with the noble exception of Babus Rajmohan and Jagadananda Bhaumik of 
at Digapait, Srimati Rajlakshmi Dasi, Srimati Visvesari Devi, and Srimati Jay- 
kumari Chaudhurani are indifferent to the sufferings of their tenants. 


, | Lauri Naopara—Nandati thana.—Severe distress. Shaikh Shamamud, 
. 1 Shaikh Laljan, Shaikh Gendu, Shaikh Mamadi, Shaikh Topali, Shaikh Lachhu, 
7 Shaikh Chhalim, Shaikh Manik, Shaikh Dengu, Shaikh Rahim, Adam Khan 

: and Ulkir Bewar can hardly procure one meal in two or three days. 


| Rachhulpur.—A large number of labourers and small caltivators can hardly 
procure one insufficient mealin aday. Many are living on herbs. The hope 
eS that rice and paddy would become cheaper when the boro harvest was reaped, 
i” ae has proved vain. . | 

4 Mirer Betka.—Severe distress, For the last five or six days the Tangail 
H Relief Committee has stopped relief on the ground of want of funds. The 
e 4 Magistrate is requested to attend to the matter. 
: Rat Dighapait.—Severe distress inthis and neighbouring villages. Many are 
| ae starving for three or four days. Lately 16 villagers were presented by the local 
iP a panchayat to the Subdivisional Officer of Jamalpur for relief, but of these, five 
only received alms of 10 annas and 6 pies each, 


41, The Burdwan Sanjivani of tae 25th May complains that famine relief 


a5 Stan Sethe 1 tN Pain 9 <a oe 
ey TEL CP SPR. SO 


io BurRDWAN SaNJIVANI, 


“al ait ee is not being satisfactorily distributed. Relief 
ae iT 1897. ‘ y ripuved. - 
at ~~ Pl omy rn ake and relief houses have been opened, and gra- 

| tuitous relief is being granted to many, but there 


. i. is still a large number of people who are really in distress, but are get- . 
ae ting no help from the Government or the Famine Fund. Poor middle-class 
a1 ple ao: papact are in great distress, but their pitiable condition has not 
wn the attention of the authorities. The relief policy, which is being 
1 2 followed, is not free from all blame. It is better that a few undeserving 
i, ae _ persons should get relief, than that a single really distressed person should not 
| aay bg and die of starvation, During the famine in Lord Northbrook’s time, 
4} was, indeed, some waste but every life was saved. ‘This time, however, 
there are likely to be deaths from starvation. Fae 
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. The Sahachar of the 26th May observes as follows :— — 

" 0 Mr. Bourdillon’s scheme certainly offers: ad- 
Mr. Bourdillon’s proposal. vantages, 0% paras Fi pgisg for Government 
d not for the famine-stricken people, the Class, that is, for where benefit 
acneilowe have been paid by the pabli¢. We are surprised that Mr. Bourdillon 
has thus openly made a proposal which is clearly opposed to the directions of 
Government and the Famine Commission. It 1s a matter of deep regret that 
an officer of Mr. Bourdillon’s experience should have fallen into such a mistake. 
The donors did not certainly intend that their donations should go towards 
the creation of a Government famine fund, or that they should be advanced to 
distressed people in the shape of loans bearing interest. Again, if Mr. Bour- 


dillon’s go Pee is accepted, none will receive loans who. cannot furnish secu-' 
us 


ity, and thus the object of the donors will be frustrated. The donors paid 
ir Aan Ah with the ‘obj ect of enabling those who have been impoverished by 
the famine to set themselves up again, but Mr. Bourdillon’s proposal will have 
the effect of converting such people into life-long beggars or labourers, 


43. The Sanjay of the 28th May he that there is no fear of Indians 
snes ae being demoralised by living temporarily upon 
Mr. Bourdillon’s relief scheme. charity. The spirit of self-help is as strong in 
Indians as in Englishmen, and it is their ill-luck that they are often described 
as wanting in that laudable spirit. Ifit is really feared that Indians will be 
demoralised by receiving alms, this should have been stated when subscriptions 
were called in for relief purpose. The donors have not certainly contri- 
buted so liberally merely to create a Government fund. | | 
If Mr. Bourdillon’s scheme is accepted, what guarantee is there that the 
relief fund will not go to replenish the state exchquer? 


44, The Hitavadi of the 28th May writes as follows:— : 

a ie lee, Government and the managers of the Famine 

a etees vr shidated ditnot, Fund are saving thousand of lives by opening 

relief works, and yet lakhs of people are dying of 

starvation, in some places owing to the indifference of the officials, ial in 

others owing to the ignorance of the people. We invite the attention of 
Government to the following letter from a correspondent :— 

The distress at Sompara, Mahatpur, Jaykrishnapur, Nutanpara, Bidupara 
and other villages within the Kandi subdivision of the Murshidabad district, is 
becoming more and more severe. The residents, old and young, all despair of 
their lives. There has been a failure of crops for three years in succession. 
The labourers are steeped in debt, The highest remuneration which one can 
earn by working on relief works, is 7 pice per day, a sum much too in sufficient 
to feed a family of six or seven persons. As I was writing this letter, a boy of 
eight came crying to my house, and said that his father had beaten his mother 
and turned him out, and that without some food he would die. Yesterday a 
woman of Bidupara, with three infants, came to me and implored charity in 
sang tones. The woman and her infants had been so much oppresed by 

unger that she had thought of hanging herself. Many are in similar distress. 
Here is a list of the persons who have died of starvation :— 


(1) Habi Shaikh of Mahammadpur, aged 35 or 36; suffered from 
hunger from Chaitra last, and at last was attacked with fever 
and died in three or four days. } % 

(2) Nasiram Bewa of the same village, aged 45 or 46; suffered from 


huvger from Falgun last, and towards the close of Chaitra died 
of fever in two days. 


(3) Ayanuddi Shaikh of Jaykrishnapur, aged about 40; suffered from 
hunger for three or four months, and died yesterday of emacia- 

_ tion. Has left a starving wife and two starving infants. 
(4) Miyajan Shaikh of Bidupara. This man’s family, consisting of six 
members, starved for three days, Oppressed by hunger one of 
Miyajan’s sons, a boy of three, went to a neighbouring house 
to ask for rice, but came away disappointed. He then drank 
a large quantity of water, and after vomitting twicedied. _—_. 
_ ‘No rabi crop has tee except: arhar, the luxuriant. growth of which has 
unfortunately led the District Magistrate to form a very erroneous estimate of 
the prospects of the crops. But arhkar is often most deceptive, for not so 
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much as a basketful of grain will, in many cases, be obtained from a’ whole 
eld of arhar. : | aes at bite ol ‘ 

The average earnings of each member of a family’are two pice, for which only 
a little more than- one-fourth of a seer of rice can be had. rie Burn 
The District Magistrate is requested to attend to the distress... | | 

45. The same paper publishes the following reports of scarcity: 

Sadi Khan's. Dear—Jalangt thana.—Cualtivators 
ny arma ec ge fag Leh hy Bigs 

Meherpur—Nadia.—Many poor people starving. . pe ee 

Manitganj-Jofarganj thane Dacca—A woman, named Behula, :has died: of 
starvation in the village of Haricharan. The inbabitants of more than 

undred villages, including Baghutia, Chandiprasad, Rahatpur, Goaria, Bainya, 
Weota and Basail, are living on one meal. Some five or six hundred persons 
among these cannot get even one meal every day. ‘They are getting wretched 
meals, composed of pulses mixed with leaves or bulbs, at intervals of one oy 
two days. | re ae iggae 
| Singa—dJessore.—Some eultivators have sold. away their plough:cattle,; and 
others cannot carry on cultivation for want of seed-grain. 

Basudevpur—Murshidabad.—Even aus paddy selling at 4 hetes per rupee. 
Many middle-class people are in great distress. Many are getting meals every 
other day. No relief works have been opened here. 

Karanti, Amalsar—dessore,—Coarse rice selling at 8 seers perrupee. People 
have sold away their plough-cattle and domestic utensils. People are going 
in numbers to the Sripur outpost in expectation of relief, but are coming away 
disappointed. Many pardanashin women are going to Babu Avinaschandra 
Sarkar, a member of the Relief Committee, hearing that money has been sent. 
to him for relief purposes. he 

46. The Pratikar of the 28th May observes that some zamindars, with the 

| view of gaining credit cheap, are falsely writing 
,Zamindars falsely pretending to to the district authorities that they are granting 
ee takavi loans to their raiyats. ‘T’his is being followed 
by letters from raiyats confirming the above information and praying for the 
grant of more loans, In this way a show of public spirit is kept up by the 
zamindars, and the district authorities are kept entirely in the dark as to 
whether the information sent to them is correct or not. Nothing, however, 
could be more reprehensible than this false pretension of granting loans in this 
year of distress, which prevents the poor raiyats from receiving any help from 
the Government. : 

47. The Sansodhini of the 28th May complains of the total indifference of 

_ the authorities in the matter of the distress prevailing 
ristress in the Chittagong dis- in the Chittagong district. There have been deaths 
from starvation, but still the authorities are not 
moved, If the excavation of the bund in the Halda river had been taken up, 
hundreds would have been saved from starvation; but the authorities are pro- 


crastinating. The excavation of the Sitakunda tank also has not been taken 
up. 


Reports of scarcity. 


48, The Faridpur Hitatshint of the 28th May complains of distress in 

Sica tatiaie ' Bhushna thana, in the Faridpur district. Rice is 

aesves in. Senkigue. selling at Rs. 5-8 per maund. Reazuddi of Sho- 

tashi is starving, with his wife and two children. The raiyats are half-starved. 
The distress is almost general. 


49. Correspondents of the Sanjivani of the 29th May complain of the 


prevalence of distress in Bengal :— 

Distress in Bengal. + Tangatl.—It is a pity teat the Government is 
taking no steps to remove the prevailing distress in Tan gail in the Mymensingh 
district, although the pitiable condition of the people has been repeatedly 
brought to its notice by its own officers. There are fifty villages in my circle 
writes one of the correspondents, of which twenty-four are churs. The limi 
means at my disposal enable me to help only two hundred distressed people. 
More funds are urgently needed. The relief committee has practically ceased 
to exist, the energetic members having resigned one by one, ‘The Subdivisional 
Officer is now all in all, but he is not an energetic man, and the local famine 
fund is languishing for want of support. The circle officers are not being 
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lv supplied with money. I myself could not get more than Ra, 75 
vicel obmitted my resignation letter. The students of the Santosh Jahnavi 
School have paid me Rs. 15, and some other school boys denied themselves the 
pleasure of eating a feast in order to pay mo Rs. 2 to relieve the distressed 

ople. The distress is fast thickening, and there is full one month of acute 

Sistrens still before us. The’ starving people will fare very ill if the Govern- 
ment does not make a more liberal provision for them. na of ease 

Noakhali.-Distress prevails in the villages of Lanchar, Nandigram and 
Sripur in the Noakhali district. The labourers have no employment, and are 
in acute distress. ‘The middle classes are in no better condition, The number 
of beggars is swelling, but people have ceased giving alms. Most of the people 
are starving. Water scarcity, too, prevails. ed sie : 

Jessore—~Acute distress prevails in the Magura subdivision. Rice is selling 
at 8 seers per rupee. The people have sold off everything, and are now in an 
utterly helpless condition. Starving people are flocking in large numbers to 
the Sripur outpost in search of relief, but the Government has sanctioned only 
Rs. 50, which is too inadequate for the purpose. The distress is most acute at 
Amalsar, Karandi, Ramchandrapur, Kodla, Bilnath Ir, i Beleghata, 
Ichhapur, Bilsonai, Rajapur, Chandibar and Barandas, A sses of people 
are suffering. The condition of the undermentioned people is extremely 
destitute = 


Karandi :—~ 


(1) Suk Chand Mandal; aged 25; debt Rs, 20; family of 6. : 
(2) Tushra Mandal; aged 20; debt Rs. 30; family of 5; diseased and 
infir 


m. 
(3) Widow of Jay Chand Mandal; aged 40; debt Rs. 25; family of 6. 

Amalsar :— 

4) Pailal Shaikh; aged 75; family of 7. 
ts) Kshanta Bibi; aged 25; family of 6; actually starving. 
(6) Gazi Shaikh ; aged 55; family of 9. 

(7) Kalu Shaikh; debt Rs. 70; family of 13, 

Rangpur.—Distress prevails in Khaturia in the Rangpur district. People 
have been reduced to skeletons. Their condition is pitiable. There will be 
deaths from starvation if the Government does not immediately come to their 
relief. | 

Mymensingh.— Acute distress prevails at Bhatsala in the Mymensingh 
district. Three-fourths of the people are famine-stricken. Many are living on 
unripe fruits, Chhalim Shaikh, of a neighbouring village, is on the verge of 
starvation. Ramdayal De, of another village, is in an equally pitiable condi- 
tion. Rice is selling at 7 or 8 seers per rupee. | 

Hazartbagh.—Distress prevails in most parts of the Hazaribagh district. 
There have been deaths from starvation. ‘The relief arrangements are not 
satisfactory. ) 

Bogra.— Acute distress prevails in Phulbari, Harina, Ramnagar, Ram- 
chandrapur, Baithabhanga and Durgahata in the Bogra district. The District 
Magistrate is requested to take steps to relieve the distressed. 


Nadia.— Famine has broken out at Bhaluka and thirty other villages in 
the Nadia district. The sufferings of the people baffle description. Fico is 
selling at Rs. 5 per maund. No relief works have been opened. At Mahajan- 
pur in the same district, even the middle classes are faring very ill. Kshudiram, 


a respectable gentleman of the same vill : f “psa ng 
his wife and children. village, 18 on the verge of starvation with 


Dacca.—Distress is fast thickening in the Manikganj subdivision of the 


Dacea district. The local Police Inapector lately paid a visit to several villages, — 


but his inapection was not minute enough, One day, in the course of his 
inspection, he eame across three orphans kad to Bo al They were m 
a helpless condition, and had starved several days, ot a 


50, A correspondent of the same paper complains of distress in Munshj- 
ee AS bazar in the Maulyi Bazar subdivision of the 

) Sylhet. district. Rice is selling at Rs. 4-12 to Re, 5 

per maund. The poor raiyats have sold off their cattle and are in a helpless 
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condition; many are starving. The condition of the undermentioned people is 
extremely bad :— : : 
1) Subidram Das; family of 7; diseased and infirm. 
t, Jadabram Dass; family of 8; suff from fever. 
(3) Durbala Dasi; a moving skeleton, with a family of 4. — | : 
Instances could be multiplied. The Assam Government should take imme- 
diate steps to relieve the distress. _ eh Rates 
51. The Bangavasi of Pog = May a not Png gc Sir ve 
ae erburn in thinking that the poverty o 
The cause of India's poverty, = +. due to an increase of its population, a diminution 
of the fertility of its soil, an increase of taxation, and the exactions of the 
money-lender. In the opinion of the writer, the causes of the poverty of the 
Indian people are principally the following:—({1) An excessive addition to the 
stock of money current in the cou ap 2 (2) an excessive exportation of food- 
grains and raw materials, and (3) an absence of a variety of occupations for the 
people. Ina fertile country like India, the value of money ought always 
to be great, and the value of labour should not be estimated in money. Thi 
maunds of rice will last a peasant a whole year, but fifty rppees in exchange for 
that quantity of rice will not keep the wolf from hisdoor. A peasant will 
grow a hundred maunds of rice with a pair of ploughs, and will not feel 
any difficulty in paying his rent in kind, but it will be ruinto him to eam 
money in exchange for his corn. It is true that things will adjust themselves 
in the long run, but the Indian raiyat is too ignorant to understand the in- 
tricacies of political economy. 
52. The Dacca Prakash of the 30th May complains of the prevalence of 


ee ee distress in most parts of the Dacca district. 
Distress in the Dacca district.  Tonty-four people of Chauddapaika, a village in 
that district, have applied to the District Board for relief. About five lakhs 
of people in the district are in urgent need of help. The District Famine 
Committee has been granted Rs. 20,000 by the Central Committee. Most of 
this money will, no doubt, be monopolised by beggars and the impoverished 
khas mahal raiyats. Nota single farthing is likely to 0 to the poor middle- 
class men, who are actually starving, but would not beg for relief. These 
men can be relieved only if the Subdivisional Officers go to the Adis and other 
public places, and grant them loans without taking bonds. They will not 

accept gratuitous relief. 
58, The Daintk-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 3lst May has the following 


on Mr. Bourdillon’s proposal regarding the Famine 
md — regarding the Charitable Relief Fund . J 
Mr. Bourdillon is wrong in thinking that the 
people of this country will not work if they receive gratuitous help. In support 
of his statement, he speaks of the famine of 1874. On the very same occasion, 
however, Lord Northbrook bore testimony to the unflinching honesty of the 
Indian people, and their aversion to begging for alms. Whom shall we believe 
—Lord Northbrook or Mr. Bourdillon? As for Mr. Baker’s recommendation 
that those alone, who are in great distress and cannot work, will receive 
gratuitous help, others being only entitled to a grant of loan—we have only 
to say that itis not an easy matter to make a distinction between the able- 
bodied poor and the disabled poor. 

To utilise the Famine Fund in granting loans will be violating the promise 
of the Governor-General and the Secretary of State, and turning the Famine 
Charitable Relief Fund to the use of the Government. The Government has 
been condemned for misappropriating the Famine Insurance Fund, and it will 
be a great mistake on its part to utilise the Famine Fund for purposes for which 
Government money ought to have been spent. Lord Elgin, therefore, should 
think twice before giving his sanction to Mr. Bourdillon’s proposal. 
__, Zhe proposal under notice is ascribable to the preponderance of official 
influence on the Famine Committee. People will suspect that the Government. 
intends to make the Famine Fand a thing of its own concern, and utilise it for 

different from that for which it was intended, and thereby make 4 
saving of Government money. People will, henceforth, look with suspicion 
upon any call for subscriptions for the relief of distressed people. The cause 
‘of charity as well as the prestige of the Government will . rea 
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‘ection will certainly be made, both in this country and in England, 
to “sl aeiata pro sal’ but it is not likely to be of any use. The English 
people will think that the proposal is calculated to economise resources—that 
Pile it will make suitable provision. for those who deserve charity, it will 
not ericourage the indolent. The English public will fail to understand that 
the proposal means a direct violation of the promises of the Government and 
the saving of Government money at the cost of public subscriptions. 


54. The same paper complains of the prevalence of distress in almost pinnro-samscus 
May Sist, 1897. 


all districts in Bengal, Government 
Distress in Bengal, not fully it in only the Khulna, Nadia and Murshida 
ees Lee districts. Such official parsimony is to be 
55. Acorrespondent of the Bankura Darpan of the Ist June complains 
, , that famine is raging in the village of Surpanagar 
Distress in a village in the jn the Bankura district. The most distressed of the 
ne famine-stricken people are :— 


(1 Kshetu Tanti. A lame man. 
Hriday Man. Family of four. 


It is to be hoped that the Government will make no delay in relieving the 
distressed people. 
56. The same paper observes that the Local Famine Fund is very small, 
The authorities are helping the distressed middle 
Pog relief in the Bankura lasses to some extent, but they are not in a. 
position to help the distressed beggars who dail 
flock to them in large members. Itis to be hoped that the Magistrate wi 
make an enquiry into their condition, and take immediate steps to relieve their 


distress. 


VI.— MISCELLANEOUS, 


57. The Sahachar of the 26th May says that no present Civilian is 
_____—- perhaps so much honoured by the public as Mr. 
sein, Stevens as Officiating Iueu- Stevens. Mr. Stevens is as gentle and mild as he 
enant-Governor. ° ° ° . 
is wise and experienced. The writer fully hopes 
that he will entitle himself to the gratitude of the people by ably governing 
the province during the six months he will officiate as Lieutenant-Governor. 
58. Thesame paper says that Lord Elgin will not leave Simla even for 
et ee the few be of the — a and = 
ord Higin in the corthooming accept addresses at that place. But Maharaja Sir 
ea at Jotindramohan Tagore on Maharaja N dines 
Krishna are not in good health, and they will not be able to undertake, in this 
hot weather, a railway journey of four days in order to present addresses at 
Simla. The public, too, will be deterred by considerations of expense, &c., from 
visiting Simla. Lord Lytton showed good sense by holding his great Durbar 
at Delhi. The men of light and leading in the country were invited to that 
Durbar, and all who were invited were granted travelling expenses and 
provided with servants and accommodation. The editor of this. paper was 
avian to that Durbar, but he does not know whether he will i invited 
to this. 

59. The Sanjay of the 28th May is very glad to learn that the noble- 
minded Mr, Stevens will officiate as Lieutenant- 
Governor during Sir Alexander Mackenzie’s absence 
ee on leave. We know that Mr. Stevens is generous, 
conscientious, experienced, and desirous of pleasing the people like Sir 
Alexander Mackenzie. It is hoped that the people of Bengal will not die of 
starvation during Mr. Stevens’ term of office as [iieutenant-Governor. 

60. The Aitavadi of the 28th Ma says that the appointment of 


The appointment of Mr. Stevens Mr. Stevens as Officiating Lieutenant-Governor has 
as Officiating Lieutenant-Gover- given satisfaction to everybody. 


nor. 


Mr. Stevens as Officiating Lieu- 
tenant-Governor. 


61. The Vikrampur of the 28th May observes that remarkable as is the 


Rewarding of Indian Loyalty. expression of loyalty on the part of the Indian 
; Dre r on the occasion of the Diamond Jubilee of 
the reign of Her Gracious ajesty the Queen Empress, it ought to be rewarded 
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° conferring of a new privil upon the pe ple. Let the ha py OCcasion - 
be fa i & gracious and nenaieiad act. the Arms Act abolished, 
ty yr edie people be granted the right of enlisting themselves as 
volunteers. ; 

| ! of the 29th has the following :— Hi: 
shied ata aie : We Fog want a statue of the Queen-Em 


The Diamond Jubilee comme- f+) g statue will not be a new thing in India, 
PREF: There is @ ve the aye in ms hae gpg and 
those whom nothing but a statue can satisfy may go there and look at it. A 
statue bien serve no good purpose either in this world or in the next, and it will 
be the height of folly to waste three lakhs of rupees on: such a worthless 
Rice at ion of the Diamond Jubilee. This is harsh language without 
doubt, but we cannot help it. It is impossible to condemn the foolish proposal 
in terms less : 

What, then, do we want? What do we want by way of commemorating 
the Diamond Jubilee? What do the hungry and thirsty millions of India want 
but water, the thing which alone can slake their life-long thirst? It is, there- 
fore, water and water alone that we want. We do not want statues of bronze 
or marble. We do not want precious stones and pearls We do not want 
Universities or steam engines or electricity with all its achievements. We do 
not want telescope or microscope, steamer or balloon. We want water, which 
alone can promote our welfare and make the hun and thirsty millions of 
India live. Perhaps this’ humble prayer of ours does not gratify your vanity 
and our cry for water jars on your ears on this auspicious occasion when you 
want to see something done on a grand scale—something showy and osten- 
tatious. But we beg your pardon. e want nothing but water. 

Water scarcity is at the root of almost all our evils. It is to this that we 
must ascribe famine and scarcity—the piteous cry for food which we hear 
around us and the moving skeletons which we come across throughout the 
country. The impoverishment of the middle classes and the indebtedness of 
zamindars and raiyats alike must be ascribed to the prevailing water scarcity. 
Plague and epidemic—malaria, cholera and small-pox—all these trace their 
origin to water scarcity. ‘To this cause also are due our chronic complaint, 
dyspepsia and acidity and want of appetite, which are gradually enervating 
us, taking away our energy and bringing on us that premature old age, physi- 
cal weakness and loss of vitality which are so clearly and indelibly marked in 
our sunken eyes and stooping figures. Itis water scarcity that is devastating 
the country and decimating the people. It is water scarcity that is at the root 
of our national degradation, and we should try our best to root out this cause 
of all our evils, : 

You speak of technical education, nastics and volunteering as the 
surest means of improving the material condition of the Indian people. But 
how can arts flourish in a country in which famine and epidemics have become 
a matter of almost every day occurrence? Can h and starving men 
become stalwart athletes or warlike volunteers? It is no use covering a body 
wasted with consumption with a coat of satin. Give the Indian a full meal 
every day, and he will become an artisan without technical education and an 
athletie without gymnastics. When rice sold at two maunds per rupee, the 
Indian was a great artisan and his loom turned out the celebrated muslin 

which was the craving of the fairest of the fair in Asia and Europe. Indian 
mats and ivory-works have always won the approbation of the world. 

The chronic scarcity of food in this country is due to the chronic water- 
scarcity. Cultivation has in these days to depend solely on rain, and has 
become a matter of uncertainty. Dig tanks and wells in every nook and 
corner of the country and cultivation will prosper and there will be an abun- 
dance of corn, Water, then, water—let us have water by all means. 

We do not, we repeat, want a statue on the occasion of the Diamond 
Jubilee. We want water and large fresh water tanks. The proposed erection 
of u statue does not meet with the approbation of the public, and it is doubtful 
whether three lakhs of rupees oa be raised. If the digging of tanks had 
been proposed, lakhs of rupees would have been subscribed and with a little 


effort a crore of rm would have been raised, and hundreds of “ jubilee 
tanks” would have filled the country and watered the Indian soil, , Even the 
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snsensate clouds answer the skylark’s piteous appeal for water; but you ,with 
our boast ‘of education and intelligence, are not moved by the united voice of 
the thirsty millions of India piteously crying for water. : 

63. Mr: Cottou, observes the same paper, delivered a lecture on the 

labour question in Assam at a meeting of the Cham- 
Mr. Cotton on the wasteland bey of Commerce, The question was one of vital 
question in Assam. importance to the Indian people. It was a ques- 
tion of bringing the waste lands in Assam under cultivation with the help of 
the surplus labour from the congested districts of India. The Indians, however, 
were not considered worthy of being taken into confidence. But there is no 
cause for regret in this, as it would have been of no use to the Indian public 
to be taken into confidence in this matter. ‘They do not care for any question 
of economical importance, and are not likely to take any interest in the material 
prosperity of the country. They will be disappointed, and will fret and murmur 
only then when European capitalists will take advantage of the immense 
facilities which are open to them in India, and set up factories and establish 
lantations in Assam, but without employing the Babus as clerks in their offices. 
. Cotton is a shrewd Englishman and knows the Bengalis well. This is 
the reason why he did not care to consult them in the matter, 

64, The Sanjivant of the 29th May thus comments on the proposal to 

erect a statue in commemoration of the Dissacnd 

The Diamond Jubilee comme- Jyhilee: — ) 

a Rich England is about to commemorate the 
Diamond Jubilee not by erecting marble statues, but by giving a dinner to the 
poor and by endowing hospitals. England is virtually rolling in wealth, and 
she could have erected a thousand gold or marble statues in honour of the 
Queen-Empress. But no, the Prince of Wales himself has asked the people not 
to waste money on frivolities and is making grand preparations for feasting the 
London poor. 

But what are we going todo? While the gaunt spectre of famine is stalk- 
ing through the length and breadth ‘of the country, while hundreds are dying 
of hunger and millions have been reduced to skeletons, we have made up our 
mind to spend three lakhs of rupees on a marble statue. We have not been 
able to raise two lakhs of rupees among ourselves in aid of the distressed 
people, but we feel no hesitation whatever in bringing a few tons of marble 
from England at the cost of three lakhs at a time when we are begging for 
alms at the door of every foreigner. 
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